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VANCOUVER IS A GREAT PLACE FOR

BIRDING € YEAR ROUND!

Biological Flyways, Credit: Michael A Johnson, North Dakota Game and Fish

http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/NewReportsPublications/flyways.html
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Bef ore t he

TYPES OF BIRDING

Watch backyard bird feeders
Learn local birds in neighbourhood

oBirdwatch 606 becoming interested/aware of
behaviours

o Birding - keeping list of all species seen

> Competitive birding . .
> Photographic biding

> Biodiversity surveys for conservation

> Research on specific species




Before the FI e

TYPES OF BIRDING O BIRD FEEDERS

http://www.forthebirdsnatureshop.ca/s
uirrel -proof-birdfeeders/squirrel -

buster -classic-bird -

feeder/?gclid=CLDL3M6WhboCFetx
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Bef ore t he FI

BIRDING GEAR (IN DESCENDING ORDER OF
IMPORTANCE

Your brain (perception, analysis, memory)
Your ears

Your eyes

A good notebook/sketchbook

A good bird guide

Binoculars

Warm clothes/good footwear
Knowledgeable friend (or clubs people!)
Camera/Microphone and sound -recording device
Spotting Scope

Map

Iphone or other MP3 playing device

e




Bef ore t he

BIRDING GEAR 0 BIRD GUIDES

§IBLEY Peterson Mo oL

Field Guide to Birds ® TR s FIELD GUIDE TO THE \,. =
FIELD GUIDE TO BIRDS 5 € tﬂt \
of Western North America )

WESTERN

NORTH AMER]CA

VIDEO
PODCASTS ~

DAVID ALLEN SIBLEY i Do Lol s derter coarr we [ON L DUNN s JONATHAN ALDER FER
http://www.zoology.ubc.ca/~irw http://www.nhbs.com/images/jackets_resizer large/18/185451.jpg
in/images/Sibley%20Birds%20
West.qif

® DAY SPECES WEST OF AND
HOLUONG THE BOCKES

AL COLOR VSN BTEx

® THUMETARS FOR GUACK ACCESS

Whitten and illustrated by

KNOW YOUR BIRD GUIDE WELL!
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Bef ore t he

BIRDING GEAR O BINOCULARS

A Get the best you can afford
A More $$$ = better resolution (not power)
A 10 x 50 binoculars

A 10 x magnification

A 50 mm objective lenses

A PRACTICE USING THEM




Bef ore t he FI

CHECKLIST - ARE YOU READY ?

¢ Did you bring your
C Binoculars / Camera (with a lot of zoom)
C Bird guide
C Notebook (recommended but optional)
c WARM CLOTHES  (Wool recommended)
cUmbrella/Coat 0 keep out the raincouver
C Enthusiasm (required)




LETO0OS GO I NTO THE FI EL

http://zacharysuhar.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/photo 04 hires.jpg



http://zacharysuhar.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/photo_04_hires.jpg

In the Field

GETTING CLOSE TO THE BIRDS

¢ Dress in drab clothing
¢ Walk slowly and quietly
C Sit quietly

¢ Bird Blinds

C Feeders
(; d:)|Sh|ng é http://www.aIIaboutbirds.orq/bbimaqes/aab/imaqs/t http://totallygreencrafts.com/wp -
akephotos/bird_blind.jpg content/uploads/2012/11/backyard -
. bird -feeder-spring -craft -photo-420-
¢ Other techniques (USE WITH CARE!)

¢ Immitate a predator (e.g. screech owl) to cause mobbing

¢ Song/call playback to simulate a territorial intruder
NEVER to endangered species, or where you may annoy
other birders

¢ Use binoculars and scopes .
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In the Field

BIRD | DENTIFICATION !

> We will be teaching you bird groups!

Obvious Groups Common Groups
Swans geese ducks Sparrows

Owils Finches

Gulls Thrushes

Seabirds Warblers

Wading birds (herons, Vireos

bitterns, egrets) Flycatchers
Shorebirds (sandpipers | Swallows

etc.) Blackbirds /Cowbirds
Game birds (Grouse Wrens

etc.) Woodpeckers
Hummingbirds Raptors (eagles, falcons

hawks etc.)

Vancouver Avian Research Center

Other Groups

Kingfishers
Pigeons, Doves
Catbirds
Nightjars, Swifts
Jays, Crows
Shrikes
Waxwings
Tanagers
Meadowlarks, Orioles
Pipits
Grosbeaks




In the Field

BIRD IDENTIFICATION ! d OBvVIOUS GROUPS

Photos from Wikipedia
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BIRD IDENTIFICATION ! d OBvVIOUS GROUPS

Photos from Wikipedia




SPARROW

Ground dwelling

Generally drab brownish
and mostly streaked

Short, conical bills

Wikipedia

Vancouver Avian Research Center



